
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet 
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” 

Matthew 7:24-25
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Week 4

BIBLE STORY

WEEKLY VERSE
“So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.” 

Luke 14:33

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY
I will give up anything to follow Jesus. 

TOPIC
Sacrifice

Matthew Leaves Everything
Luke 5:27-28

DISCIPLE
Matthew
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Week 4
SKIT

Skit Information
The skits will require two people. One person will play themselves (the straight character), and the other person 
will play the funny character. It works best if you can find a person willing to commit to being the character for the 
entire series.

Character Bio
The character’s name is Minion Maddie. If a male is playing the character consider calling them Minion Mark or 
Minion Matt. Minion Maddie loves minions so much that she decided she wants to become one herself. Her goal in 
life is to become more like a minion in every way. Consider putting your character in a yellow shirt, overalls, black 
shoes, black gloves, a yellow hat, and goggles. Extras: Add minion accessories, wear a minion shirt, decorate 
minion shoes, go all out. 
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Week 4
SKIT

Leader: How is everyone doing today? Allow kids to respond. I hope Minion Maddie hasn’t been eating anymore 
bananas this week...
Minion Maddie: Comes in looking upset.
Leader: And, of course she’s here! Maddie, what’s wrong? Have you been eating bananas again?
Minion Maddie: No, I probably won’t be eating any bananas for a long time. 
Leader: Well, then what’s up? You just don’t seem like you are your “normal” cheery self! 
Minion Maddie: I don’t think I want to talk about it right now.
Leader: I can tell something is really bothering you. I think it might help you to talk to someone about it. 
Minion Maddie: Ok, you’re probably right. So, you know how I’m in my minion training course?
Leader: Yeah, of course. It’s all you talk about and seems like it’s basically your whole life!
Minion Maddie: That’s exactly the problem! I have no life anymore. I never have time for my friends and I miss 
eating foods that aren’t yellow. I’m not sure if I’m really cut out for this minion in training business after all. 
Leader: I guess I don’t blame you, but how much longer is the minion training?
Minion Maddie: It’s about 4 more weeks.
Leader: That’s not too bad! How long have you been in minion training so far?
Minion Maddie: I guess about 4 weeks already. 
Leader: You’re already half way there! It sounds to me like if you really care about becoming a “certified minion” 
you should just finish what you started. 
Minion Maddie: I do care about it, but it’s just so much work and I have to give up doing so many things I love 
because I’m so busy. 
Leader: Well, if you want to commit to doing anything, it’s going to require giving up other things you love to do. 
There are only so many hours in the day. 
Minion Maddie: That’s true, and I guess it’s only 4 more weeks. 
Leader: So, are you going to go ahead and continue your minion training?
Minion Maddie: Yeah, I think so! 
Leader: I’m proud of you for sticking with your training and keeping the commitment you made, even if it means 
making a few sacrifices to do it. 
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SKIT

Minion Maddie: Thanks! Now, I better go study for my Massive Minion Midterm! 
Leader: What?
Minion Maddie: It’s worth 50% of my overall grade. I have to be able to name all yellow foods, speak at least 50 
words in minion, and be able to recognize and identify different minions. 
Leader: Wow! I guess I’d better let you go study then. 
Minion Maddie: Thanks for talking me into staying in my minion training! See you next week! 
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Week 4
GAME: DO IT OR PASS!

Supplies
• Small pieces of paper
• Small container
• Various items for game (bananas, twinkies, jump rope, hula hoop, oreos)

Setup
• Write do it or pass questions on small pieces of paper and put them in the container. 
• Do it or pass question options:  

1. Eat a banana in 30 seconds. Do it or pass?  
2. Eat a twinkie with no hands. Do it or pass?  
3. Say a sentence in minion talk. Do it or pass?  
4. Put an oreo on your forehead and get it into your mouth with no hands. Do it or pass?  
5. Jump rope 10 times in a row without tripping. Do it or pass?  
6. Hula hoop for 30 seconds without stopping. Do it or pass?  
7. Hop on one foot while saying all of the rules for kid’s church. Do it or pass?

How To Play
1. Choose one kid for each round. 
2. Allow the kid to choose a piece of paper out of the container and hand it to the leader. The leader will read the 

question for everyone to hear.
3. The kid will choose if they want to perform the action on the piece of paper for a prize, points for their team, or 

pass it to someone else. 
4. Keep playing choosing a new kid for each round. 
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Week 4
MESSAGE

Supplies
• A Bible in your preferred version (this curriculum uses the NLT version primarily)  
• Minions give up their money Clip from Despicable Me prepared (56:46-58:45)
• Fake money
• Robe and slippers
• TV remote
• Ice cream
• Optional: Any object that represents something  you like to do. 

Introduction
Have you ever had to give up something you really cared about? Allow kids to respond.  Most of the time when we 
have to give something up, we replace it with something else. That doesn’t make the choice any easier though. It 
can be very hard to choose to give up one thing you love to do to do something else. Today, we are talking about 
what it means to sacrifice as a disciple of Jesus. What do you think sacrifice means? Allow kids to respond. It 
means giving something up, surrendering, choosing to walk away from something you care about for something 
more important. Being a disciple of Jesus is not always easy, and the Bible is clear that we need to be willing to give 
up things that we care about to follow Jesus. Even the minions were willing to make sacrifices for their leader. Let’s 
check out this clip to see what they were willing to give up. Play Minions Give Up Their Money Movie Clip. When the 
minions found out that Gru didn’t have enough money for his big plan, they wanted to help. They gave their money 
and were even willing to work for free to help their leader accomplish his mission. All of Jesus’ disciples had to give 
up so much to come and follow him. Many of them weren’t able to continue doing their jobs, they had to leave their 
families and friends, possessions, homes, everything, to follow Jesus. That’s a big commitment! Matthew was one 
of those disciples who had to make some huge personal sacrifices to become a disciple of Jesus. 
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Bible Story
It was on a day like any other day and Matthew was sitting at his tax collector booth, doing his job, making the big 
bucks. Pull some fake money out of your pocket and start counting it. Tax collectors made good money because 
they worked for the Roman government, and as an added bonus, they would just take some extra money for 
themselves every time someone paid their taxes. People were definitely not huge fans of tax collectors, but for 
some reason, Jesus noticed Matthew on this day. Let’s read Luke 5:27-28 together to find out what happened. 
“Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me 
and be my disciple,’ Jesus said to him. So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him.’” “Follow me and be my 
disciple.” That’s all Jesus had to say to Matthew to convince him to follow him. Not only that, but the Bible says 
he left everything. It doesn’t say he hesitated, or that he told Jesus, “Hold on a second, I need to think about this 
massive life-changing decision for a moment.” No! He just got up, left everything throw money on the ground, and 
followed Jesus. Matthew probably had a lot more money, nicer stuff, better food, and a bigger house than most of 
the other disciples. He had more to give up, but he was still willing to do it for Jesus. 

Life Application/Object Lesson
Put on robe and slippers and pull out the TV remote. Sit down on the stage. You know what I really love? I love being 
in my comfy PJ’s and slippers, chilling on the couch, and watching TV. Does anyone else love to do that? Allow kids 
to respond. Do you know what would make it even better? Pull out a big container and ice cream and a giant spoon. 
A giant tub of ice cream to eat while I watch TV. Who loves ice cream? Allow kids to respond. Now, there is nothing 
wrong with me enjoying some rest and relaxation time, but what would happen if I never got out of my PJ’s and 
didn’t turn off the TV? Allow kids to respond. I would never go to work, I wouldn’t have any time to spend with God, 
and I would never do anything productive with the life God has given me. There is nothing wrong with eating ice 
cream every once in a while, but what if I ate an entire tub of it every day and never ate anything else? Allow kids 
to respond. I would be sick to my stomach, unhealthy, and never eat the things that are good for me. God may not 
ask us to give up everything in our lives like some of the disciples in the Bible had to do, but He may ask us to give 
up some things. Are you willing to give something up to follow Jesus? You might have to give up some of the time 
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you spend playing video games or watching TV to spend some time with God. You might have to lose some friends 
because they don’t like that you follow Jesus. The disciples were willing to give up everything to follow Jesus. 
What are you willing to give up? In Luke 14:33 Jesus says, “So you cannot become my disciple without giving up 
everything you own.” We must be willing to give up anything God asks us to. That’s not easy, but it is definitely 
worth it. We have the opportunity to follow the Creator of the universe, the Savior of all people. Jesus gave up 
everything so we could have the opportunity to follow Him. The least we can do is be willing to give up whatever He 
asks us to give up to follow Him.  Let’s pray and ask God to give us the courage to give up anything to follow Him. 
Optional: Give a salvation prayer for any kids who have not chosen to follow Jesus yet.
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Week 4
GAME: FOLLOW THE LEADER

Supplies
• No supplies are needed. 

Setup
• No setup is required. 

How To Play
1. Everyone can play. 
2. The leader will lead the kids in a variety of different actions. The kids are required to copy everything they do. If 

a kid fails to follow the leader, they are out. 
3. Keep playing for a few minutes or until the kids are worn out. 
4. Optional: Choose a kid to be the leader. Allow them to lead for one minute then they must choose another leader. 
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Week 4
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS

1. What does it mean to sacrifice?

2. What is something that would be easy for you to give up?

3. What is something that would be hard for you to give up?

4. What is something an athlete would have to give up? A doctor? A missionary?

5. Optional: Look up these verses about faith and discuss them as a group. 
- 1 John 2:15-17 
- Luke 14:33 
- Mark 12:43-44 
- Luke 18:28-30
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Week 4
REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is the name of our current series? 
Answer: Disciples

2. Who was the disciple who Jesus asked to follow Him in today’s Bible story? 
Answer: Matthew (Levi)

3. What was Matthew’s job before Jesus called him? 
Answer: tax collector

4. What is Today’s Takeaway? 
Answer: I will give up anything to follow Jesus. 

5. When Jesus called Matthew to follow him, what three things did Matthew do? 
Answer:  1. He got up 2. He left everything 3. He followed Jesus


